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President’s PreFlight

by Paul Hohensee

It will almost be May as you read this and we a@malfy getting some
real warm weather. Luckily, we are in the midstexfeiving some heav)
spring showers. Over the past few days we recaved 3” of rain,
which for some may be causing problems, but itse providing some
much-needed moisture for lawns, gardens and otbasa If you are
wondering where | am going with this recap of cotweather
conditions, it will begin to make sense as | telliyabout some
excitement at the field two weeks ago.

Those of you who saw the news on the evening ofl ApF", most likely
heard of the extensive grass fires in the Menoméiadle area. There
was a small group of us at the field that mornalgng with a handful of
spectators. Around 11:30am a train came throughntiust have had a
wheel locked-up, as when it went by, you couldtbesdfires starting!
Initially, the fires seemed pretty small and fooab5 minutes, | think we
all figured they would just burn out. About thersatime that we all hag
that thought, the large black plumes of smoke begamg to the
southwest of the field and 911 was called immediate

The first responders arrived in 10 minutes and acgk diready packed up
planes and were telling the spectators it was torleave. By this time,
the fire was only 20 yards from the green buildamgl the parked
equipment that is fenced there. The fire from3N side of the field
had reached over the hill and was very close tgavking lot! The
smoke was so thick by this point; all that couldskben from our parking
lot was a 6’ wall of flame heading towards us! ts point, three squad
cars arrived and made all personnel leave the geneven where we
were parked under the electrical lines. | belitaal Daniel may have
filmed some of this on his portable phone.

According to the papers afterwards, it was quit@rge fire and required
support from Butler, Sussex, Lannon, Merton andh@etown
departments to bring everything under control. &te=a burned was not
only around our field, but all the way west pastréjaRd! This kind of
excitement | can do without on a Saturday mornihflyong. In the end,
we did not lose any buildings and | believe non¢heffirefighters were
injured, so it was not all bad. So, back to myieacomments, we
needed the rain!

Cont'd next page...




In last month’s column, | mentioned that Marv Irgger Sr. had accepted the role of Field ManagarceSi
the time that article was published, and after ustdading all the additional duties in that roleatMhas
decided to withdraw from the position. | appreeiltarv considering the position, and thank himdoing
so0. Also, since the last column, | am again pléasennounce we have new interest in this rolethad
Jeff Jans has since accepted the role. Jeff hawithethe Board and we have discussed the rotketail
and Jeff is ready to get started! He will be lomkfor some additional support in the way of voaers to
help him with the duties in the upcoming seasonf gou are interested, give Jeff a call. | anoalsinking
Jeff will get some direction from the past FM!

Also, as members we should be doing everythingameta help make Jeff's job easier at the fieldyol
pick up after yourself, take your own trash homthwbou and treat the facilities at the field astyown, it
will go far in making Jeff’s job that much easier.

Jeff, the board and | are going to be discussimg#hthat need to be done at the field to imprinesflying
surface, both short term and longer term. | vailesthe details for next month, but | feel we niebegin
to develop a long-term plan for the field to hegsipion the club for the future. As | have dis@gssvith
many of you in the past, in my opinion, the fieddhe sole reason the club exists! Without itreheould
be no place to fly, no place to gather for the caberie, hold our events and expose the commumity t
what we are all about. We need to strengthen ositipn at our current field, improve it and loo&sp it to
the next one, if it ever becomes necessary.

Enough for this month, remember the meeting isherfitst Sunday in May, due to Mother’s Day! Both
Bob and I will be out of town for the May meetirsg Tim will be running the show. Bob will be judgi
at the Top Gun tournament and | will be on a bussriep to Portland. Hey Bob, | will trade you???

Keep your wings level and | look forward to seeyog at the field!
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Member Notes:

Thanks to all members for your timely and accuratewals this year. Here are a few statistics
- 133 renewed by the January meeting

- The first renewal was received on Octdtth!

- 15 renewed between the January and Maestings paying a total of $110 in late fees
- 3 new members joined during the lagtstr

- 14 members did not renew with us for200

- Current member total is 151

Looking for club documents?
The club secretary has them available electroryickiliyou would like a copy send Tim Becker an emaai
tim_b2008@yahoo.com. The following documents aiglable:

Bylaws Staip Cost Estimate Pilot-InstarcCheckride
Field Rules TraigiRrogram Sound Abaam

Flying Electrons Application  Field Manager Dasi New Member Orientation
Ground School Criteria Honorary Life Membership

Pilot Status

Attention student pilots! Once you pass the piletackride make sure to give the club Secretarylacal
email to update your member record, receive a keldand pilot card.

2009 Flying Electrons Calendar of Events

(Preliminary)

May 3¢ 2009- Monthly Meeting, (changed from May"1®others Day)

May 17", 2009- Club Only Fun Fly (Mike Dorna, Joe Burzifsk

May 30" & 31°- Tamarack-Bud Weber Memorial Challenge (Joe BiskiirC.D.)
June 2%, 2009- Fathers Day Club Only Fun Fly ( thd )

June 28, 2009- Electric Fly-In (Henry Hoelzer C.D. and PBaniel)

July 12", 2009- Flying Electrons Scale Festival (Chris Miller C.D.)

July 19", 2009- Club Only Fun Fly ( thd )

August &', 2009- Charity Fly-In (Bob Lirette C.D.)

September 182009- Swap Meet/Fun Fly (Todd Davis and Mike Boéim)
September 2B2009- (Rain Date-Swap Meet/Fun Fly)

December 18-2009- Christmas Party
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From the Milwaukee R/C Association:

In celebration of Armed Forces Day the 128th Aifdeéing Wing is hosting the 2009 Military Display
Open House on Sat. May 9th and Sunday May 10thy &relooking for hobby aviation enthusiast that
would like to display their models at the event.

Free Flight, U-Control, R/C Trainer, Sport, 3D, Cmaty Turbine, Pattern, Giant, Miniature,
Helicopter...anything that flies or was meant toiflyvelcome.

Because of the security requirements at the 12&ticgpants are asked to complete a backgroundisgcu
check form and submit it no later than SaturdayilAdr, 2009. Contact Tim Becker at
tim_b2008@yahoo.com for copies of the form.

For event questions call Russell Knetzger, 414-@9&627 or Don Adriano, 262-677-2835

Making Your First Pattern Contest A Success
By Joe Burzinski

Now that your plane is trimmed and you’ve practitieel sequence so much that you're sneaking the word
“immelman” into your daily conversation, it's time show up and put it all to work on the day of toatest.
Going to your first pattern contest can be a littiinidating. Being surrounded by guys who haeerbto
hundreds of contests and know the ropes insideandan sometimes leave you feeling out in the.cotd
may have heard that “pattern” guys can be snobspait give you the time of day, but the truth isite the
opposite. | can tell you from personal experietied you won'’t find a more welcoming bunch of gtlyat are
happy to give of their time and talents.

Our contest is a two-day event with six rounds fidwy each contestant (four rounds on Saturdaywadh
Sunday). Club Class will be two oneydcontests of four rounds each, with awards giwezach day’s winner
Pilot registration is from 8:30 to 9:30 AM, withunds beginning at 10:00 AM sharp. Be sure to lyetet early
enough to get set up and fill out the necessargpapk. You will need to fill out a registrationrim, an event
participation list, a flight safety declarationckiup two score sheets, and pay your entryTde #1: Don't
make the Contest Director hunt you down to get ymaperwork in.

Once that's done take aw minutes to introduce yourself to some of theepfiilots. You'll need a helper wh
you fly, so this would be a good time to ask soneetancall for youTIP #2: Find the loudest, funniest guy af
ask him to be your caller. A great caller can Higlpten the mood and settle your nerves. Try usingral
different pilots as callers, as everyone doediitla differently. You may find someone who'’s aalg good fit
for you!

Now, if there’s time before the contest starts| tueyour plane and k& a quick flight to make sure everythir

working and to take the edge off the nervid®. #3: Cramming for a pattern contastlike pumping iron for te

hours straight to prepare for a weight-lifting cestt The time for practice is past. Just malenadircuits of

the field and touch on some of the more difficultrrauvers. There are other pilots wanting to dsémee.
Cont'd next page...

nd
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The Contest Director will determine the flight erdbased on number of participants in each clesgplency
conflicts, etc. and post it on pins at each fliigie. There will be a pilot’'s meeting a few minsiteefore the event
starts to go over the detailBlP #4: Don’t miss the pilot's meeting!

It's a good idea to be ready to start your engstha pilot before you is on his landing approd@hen the pilot
before you is finished, walk up to the flight linad give your score shedtsthe judges. Your caller will carry y
aircraft onto the field and hold it at takeoff gasa for you. After your caller has placed youampé on the field,
make sure the judges are ready and announce yaoftaTIP #5: You may end up idling lager than normal, s¢
sure to “run-up” the engine to clear it out beftaking off.

It's time to deliver. Fly your sequence and erijoyRemember, it's you against the sequence,lr@bther pilots.
you come out on top, so much the betfEIiP? #6: It's a good idea to talk with your caller beforeuydlight about &
details of where you want your plane positionedemwiiou want the next maneuver called, etc. Youerca there
help you through the flight.

After landing, kill your engine and have your calieing your plane back to the pits. Do not taack Take the
opportunity to thank the judges and be graciousgfconstructive criticism they offer. Collect yaaore sheets
place them in the scorekeeper’s in-bokIP #7: You may have to hold on to your score sheets afigr your
second round is completed. We like to move thalgag, so the guys in the lower classes may erftying
successive rounds back to back.

After your scores are recorded, pick them up froendcorekeeper’s out-box and see how you Wjdore the scor
except to use them as a tool to see where you magd improvement. Don't worry about where youqlédsk all
the questions that come to mind. Don't be worrigaud not fitting in or lo&ing silly. Everyone had their first cor
at some point and had the same questibiis#8: Your caller can provide very valuable feedback thidithelp yo
improve your flying. Don't be afraid to call for s@one in the higher classes, even if you're nat sirat the
maneuvers look like. You can learn a lot by watgithe maneuvers from the same perspective aslttdlying
them.

Get your plane fueled up and get ready for yout nexnd.TIP #9: Be sure to take some spare parts: props, g
plugs, spinner, etc. | like to pack some extra gusftin case. You can usually borrow what you natetthe contel
but it's good to be prepared!

And last but not leasT,IP #10: Congratulate yourself on making it through yaustfflight at your first pattern
contest. | can guarantee that you \wdve fun and you wilearn something new. You have nothing to losgbin
to a contest and nothing to gain if you stay home.

Don't forget about our Club-Only Fun Fly on May h7tWe will have severaxperienced pattern pilots there tg
you with those final trimming adjustments. Rememhbay plane can be made to fly better with aelittiork. Unti
then .... Fly All 10s.
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THE FLYING ELECTRONS S

PROUDLY PRESENT

Twelfth Annual

RADIO CONTRO-
MODE] AViATION

Tamarack — Bud Weber Challenge

Pattern Contest
** May 30th & 31st, 2009 **

AMA Sanction # 09-0168

Sportsman, Intermediate, Advanced, Masters, FAI (F39)
And
Club-Class (for Electron members only)

Contestant Judging

Registration from 8:30 to 9:30 A.M.
Flying starts at 10:00 A.M. SHARP!!
Awards through 3rd place

$50 Central Hobbies Gift Certificate
(to the pilot with the highest single-round raw r&)o

For more information please contact:
Joe Burzinski at 262-703-0679 (jburzinski@wi.rr.gom
Tom Kunath at 262-549-1820 (takunath@sbcglobal.net)

See Reverse Side for Map and Lodging Information
IMPORTANT NOTICE : Club Class will fly 4 rounds each day, weathenp#ing, and the results

will be FINAL FOR THAT DAY'’S FLYING. Club Class eny fee is $10 each day. You can fly both
days if you choose. Entry fees for all other clagse$30.

** FREE LUNCH TO ALL REGISTERED PILOTS **
(Saturday only)

WE'RE SORRY BUT, NO CHANNEL 37 OR 38.




Show and Te

Chris Milbauer looks bored because there are nmiigm Electron members lining up to blly
club merchandise! Chris put in a good amount ofktorassemble the selection shown here
— not to mention various hats. Chris will have theamples available for purchase at the
May meeting — so be there and bring cash!

Glenn Peterson shows off his built-from-a-kit SIGn&thin’ Extra. Glenn’s Extra has an
0O.S. .46 AX up front and a shappy color schemelibatid a great job on. Pretty airplane
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Gary Keup noticed that the Electron field has
receptacles for aircraft restraining systems like
the one he is holding here. He also noticed thg

not _(Iavtc)alrycf)ne useﬁ them, so he has this EOdE '_ Club Secretary/Treasurer Tim Becker beams as hesstiee
aval ah? or p;]urc ase at ar:/ery reasonable Pl anril meeting attendees his brand-new T-Rex 60&bpter.
— much less than a trip to the emergency rool s peji sports a YS 50 engine and Futaba guidaFiceis

('l be the f_irst to admit | did not use a “stodge quickly becoming “the man” with helicopters.
for a long time, unless you count Paul or Mar

==

but now | use one all the time — M.Dorna).

Tim Roliff brought a Great Planes EP Electric Sewlto the
April meeting. Tim says the kit is complete and &®po use
this plane in all conditions from wet grass, to g@@and snow.
Tim’s usual thorough work and craftsmanship weledew.
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AMERICAN AN
IMPORTS (((&& )

AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR SPECIALISTS

PLEASE NOTE THAT WE ARE AT OUR

NEW LOCATION IN MENOMONEE FALLS

Auto Magic
_ 7 Automobile Repair Work
Need Some Electrical Work Done~ 5814 West Center Street

No Job to Big or Small. (414)444-8878
Adam Twerski

® 2

J They are offering a 5% discount to
A all Electrons Club Members by
- showing their membership card

Call: John Kreitzer ‘H“
Grand Electric, Inc. D=L )
(262) 547-3667

Discount for Club Members
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